
 
 PRESIDENT’S REPORT – CLARENCE LITTLE ATHLETICS CENTRE  
 
We commenced the 2017/18 season on the first Saturday in October at Clarence High School, with 
the grounds in excellent condition. Registrations were at a very good number, however slightly down 
from the previous season.  We had around 240 athletes registered with many new faces as well as a 
very strong contingent of last year’s athletes returning for another season. Age group numbers were 
strong from U6-U12, and the U13-U15 athlete numbers were slightly greater than the previous year. 
We had new and previous parents as Age Group Coordinators.  
 
Southern/Northern All State, Relays and State Championships CLAC was represented with strong 
number of athletes at all meets with amazing results. Thank you to all Athletes for representing CLAC 
at these meets. As usual LATas do a wonderful job running the State meets and Championships.  
 
In November we held a special catch up twilight race walk meet, which also doubled as a great 
opportunity for both Little Athletes and their parents to learn more about race walking and race 
walk judging.  The idea for the special walks meet came from Hobart Districts Centre.  It was decided 
to open this up to Little Athletes from all centres across Tasmania, along with any parents or officials 
who would like some extra training.  This occasion was a fantastic opportunity for the entire 
Tasmania Little Athletics family to act in a collegiate sharing manner.  
We hope this might inspire other Centres to also adopt this coming together with the shared goals of 
improving skills and techniques amongst Tasmanian Little Athletes.  We also greatly appreciate the 
training and mentoring provided by Rosemary Coleman, Anna Blackwell and Alice Randall. 
 
In December CLAC sent along a team of six U12/U13 athletes (3 boys and 3 girls) to the RSM 
Insurance Brokers Athletics South Club Decathlon.  For the 3rd year in a row the CLAC team won the 
event and scoring for the Centre the prize money on offer. 
 
This year to entice more athletes to come along to training on a Tuesday evening, we developed a 
training schedule with the view to provide targeted coaching.  The objective being to concentrate on 
a particular event and invite along current senior athletes to take the training for that event.  The 
focus on selecting a former CLAC Little Athlete was done as a means of allowing current athletes to 
enjoy a connection with former athletes, and to encourage older athletes to pay it back to their 
former Centre through the development of skills in the younger generation.  This was a great success 
with athletes enjoying the sessions and improving their skills.  We also saw a dramatic increase in 
the number of Little Athletes attending training.  Thanks to go out to the following athletes: Lianna 
Kenna; Jane Hickie; Matt Hosie; and Rachel Hosie. 
 
With the canteen we operated it slightly different compared to immediate seasons gone.  Partly this 
was as a consequence of the persistent issue with finding volunteers to run the facility.  As a result 
this meant not as many products on offer, and with a number of our twilight meets we invited a 
food van operator to set up for families to purchase cooked food.  This was very popular and well 
supported by members. 
 
As with previous years we undertook officials training, with Roger Hosie conducting these sessions 
for us.  We thank Roger for his generosity in giving up his time to do this given he no longer has 
children doing Little Athletics.  This year we held these training sessions earlier in the season with a 
separate evening for track and field events.  The evenings were well patronised and good to see 
some new people sit the exam, as well as some of our existing officials refreshing their knowledge. 



We also welcomed some newly trained Level 1 Community Coaches to the Centre.  These are: Nick 
Davey; Ashley Nowland; and Matt Dixon, who also provided assistance on training days. 
 
Congratulations to our athletes that were selected in the U13 & U15 State Teams they all put in an 
amazing effort with great results in their own events.  
 
CLAC consists of a very hardworking and committed collection of Committee members.  This has 
been evident throughout the season where Committee members lead by example and step up 
where required.  It is great being surrounded by such a dedicated and wonderful bunch of people. 
Thanks also go out to our generous volunteers for their efforts and time each week, as without them 
the children would not be able to compete at the meets and competitions, nor attend the weekly 
training sessions.  
 
Thanks to our Sponsors – Telstra Stores Rosny, Home Finance Centre, Fairbrothers & Asbestos 
Solutions Tasmania.   CLAC would not be able to afford all our equipment without the support from 
our Sponsors and the canteen earnings. 
 
We also would like to thank Coles for their support and partnership with Little Athletics throughout 
the season, and the generous donations of bananas.  The bananas were very popular with the 
athletes. 
 
Finally, following the conclusion of the State Individual Championship, and following 3 years as CLAC 
President, Ben Setchell decided to step down from the role.  The Committee thanks Ben for his 
invaluable contributions and dedication to CLAC during this time. Ben was an active contributor and 
an inspirational leader of the Committee, and the Centre, at our local meets and State 
Championships, as well as his hard work behind the scenes in making sure things operate smoothly. 
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